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To THE EDITOR & You District judge oicays 
Cook updates progress on prison acquisition SChoOl tax rate increases 

To the Citizens of Eagle 
Lake and Colorado County, 

I would like to take this opportu­
nity to inform your of the recent prog­
ress on one of the economic devek)p-
ment projects the City has been work­
ing on. 

The 74th Texas legislature has 
appropriated $37.S million in bond 
funding for construction of juvenile 
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detention centers to be located region­
ally throughout die state. With the 
cooperation of County Judge Vince 
Slominski; Linda Smith, Chief Proba­
tion Officer of the 2nd 2Sth Judicial 
District Probation E)epartment; the 
Tri-County Juvenile Board; and IMS 
Group (the consulting firm hired by 
Eagle Lake to pursue the award of a 
correctional facility), a letter of intent 
was sent to the Texas Juvenile Proba­
tion Commission. 

The purpose of this letter was to 
inform the commission of our interest 
in receiving the funding for one of 
these facilities to be constructed in 
Eagle Lake. This letter of intent does 
not obligate any of the interested par­
ticipants to any type of agreement, but 
simply serves notice that we are inter-
esteid. The maximum amount of bond 
funding available will be $4 million 
for construction, 25% of which must 
be borne by the county or regional 
authority. 
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Several options are being re­
viewed as to what authority will over­
see the construction and operations of 
this facility. One that seems most 
promising was presented to the Tri-
County Juvenile Board at there meet­
ing Tuesday, Aug. 15, by Billy Don 
Everitt with TMS Group and James 
Jonas with Wakenhut Corrections 
Corporation. 

Mr. Jonas stated that in the event 
that Colorado County entered into an 
agreement with Wakenhut, Wakenhut 
would contribute the 25% match to­
ward construction of the facility, 
which could amount to $1 million. 
The matching funds could come in the 
form of in-kind work, land acquisi­
tion, direct costs associated with con­
struction, etc. Wakenhut would also 
staff and operate the facility under a 
contractual agreement with the county 
probation department at no cost to the 
County. 

The juvenile probation depart­
ment would continue to pay the nor­
mal expenses incurred in housing ju­
venile offenders. There should be a 
significant savings realized in housing 
local offenders closer to home instead 
of various places across the state. The 
probation department would set the 
guidelines as to the type of offenders 
to be admitted to the facility, length of 
stay and how the facility will be oper­
ated. 

As to the role Eagle Lake would 
play in all this, it would be the part of 
"host" city. The only expense the City, 
other than our obligation to TMS 
Group, may be the rent on which ever 
building we decide to hold the pubUc 
hearings. In the near future, there will 
be public meetings and hearing to give 
you, the citizens, the chance to hear in 
greater detail the specifics of the proj-

Wilford V.Morris J Jr.^D.O. 
announces 

his association with 
South Texas Medical Clinics^ P. A. 

"I started my practice in Sealy in 
1978 and I'm committed to the 
people of this community. Because 
of the rapid and ever-changing 
nature of health care, I've now 
joined a multi-specialty team of 50+ 
physicians. My association with 
South Texas Medical Clinics will 
only enhance the care I am able to 
give my patients." 

Wilford V Atoms, Jr., D.O. 

South Texas Medical Clinics' goal is to provide quality 
cost-effective health care. Dr. Morris' affiliation with STMC 
emphasizes the commitment to maintaining quality hometown 
health care with state-of-the-art technology available to our 
physicians and providers. 

For over 50 years South Texas Medical Clinics has delivered 
quality health care throughout the South Texas region. As a 
multi-specialty group, we provide for you and your family's 
health care needs by using a team approach. The sharing of 
medical information, technology and expertise has allowed 
STMC to build a strong health care team. 
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ect and to voice any concerns you 
might have. 

I want to emphasize that this is 
merely in die early discussion phase. 
There are still many questions to be 
asked and answered. As of the date of 
this letter, Judge Slominski has not 
had the chance to bring the project up 
for discuss ion before Commissioners' 
Court, so this may even be new to 
some of them. 

I am very excited about this project 
and the positive consequences it will 
have on Eagle Lake and Colorado 
County, not only from an economic 
development standpoint, but also the 
added advantage it will give our area 
with the juvenile problems we are 
experiencing. 

I hope you will join me in support 
of this project and we can all work 
together to see it become a reality. 

Sincerely, 
Robert L. Cook III — 

School districts can now raise their 
property taxes to pay for enrollment 
increases and make up for losses in 
state aid before they are subject to an 
80 limit on tax rate hike - without re­
quiring a tax rollback election • under 
a ruling last week by Senate District 
Judge Scott McCown. 

In revising the education reform 
law passed by the state Legislature in 
May, McCown said, "The notion that 
anything I am doing today is going to 
make it easier to raise taxes under the 
new statue is wrong." 

McCown's ruling untangles con­
fusing language in the law making it 
appear that school districts could raise 
taxes after a rollback election, said 
Buck Woods, an Austin lawyer who 
challenged die law on behalf (^Round 
Rock Independent School District 

Woods to the Dallas Morning 
News that without McCown's ruling, 
This.wouki have created havoc across 
the state in hundreds of school dis-

Mayor, City of Eagle Lake tricts." 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

But Greg Hartman, a spoke:man 
for state Comptroller John Sharp, told 
the Morning News McCown's ruling 
could result in higher taxes. 

"We are concerned with anything 
that raises the bar on what it takes for 
taxpayers to have a rollback election 
of dramatically increases tax rales." 

"We will look at the final judge­
ment on this, but it appears school 
districts can raise their rates a lot 
higher than they did before," Hartman 
said 

McCown's ruling will benefit 200 
to 300 school districts that were con­
cerned about facing rollback elections 

(Sec Highlights, Page 5) 

Loc îl political candidates 
Wied to run for Colorado County sheriff 

R.H. "Curt/' Wied has announced 
his candklacy in the March Demo­
cratic Primary Election for sheriff of 
Colorado County. 

"I am a native of Nada and a life­
long residentof Colorado County, {at­
tended St Mary's School and gradu­
ated from Gtfwood High School in 
1970. From 1970 to 1971,1 attended 
Wharton County Jr. College, then 
served my country in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1972 to 1976. 

"I am a member of St Mary's 
Catholk Church, Nada Knights of 
Columbus, SheriJfTs Association of 
Texas, American Deputy Sheriffs 
Association and the Colorado County 
Law Enforcement Association. 

"In 1981, I graduated from die 
Wharton County Junior College Law 
Enforcement Academy, receiving my 
law enforcement certification. I have 
attended numerous training hours at 
various schools and seminars. 

"I began my career with the Cok>-
rado County Sheriffs Department in 
1981, and over the years, have several 
positions with die department During 
my 14 year tenure, I have held served 
as: patrol deputy, correctional officer, 
civil process, supervisor and investi­
gator. 

"I presently hold the rank of lieu­
tenant investigator. As an investiga­
tor, I have worked crimes ranging 
from homicides to robberies, sexual 
assaults and fekmy diefts. 

"1 am designated liaison to die 
25Ui Judicial District Attorney's Nar­
cotics Task Force, assisting in drug in­
vestigation. I have a good working re­
lations widi the kxal police depart­
ments and agencies diroughout die 
county and plan to build on diose rela­
tionships. 

"I have, and will continue to, work 
in conjunction with several outside in­
vestigative agencies, such as: die Tex­
as Rangers, FBI, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, U.S. Customs and die 

Curly" Wied 

Immigration and Naturalization Serv­
ice. 

"I helped organize die Neighbor­
hood Watch Program in die Frelsburg 
community and have plans to begin 
odiers in the county for diose who are 

interested. Working with die citizens 
of Colorado County dirough die years 
has proven die adage to be true: citi­
zens working in unity with law en­
forcement a team in fighting crime. 

"I have intentions of designating 
an officer to coordinate widi the 
school administrations in die develop­
ment of programs which will priori­
tize for our youth preventive strategies 
related to various hidden dangers and 
temputions. Our future society de­
pends on the knowledge we give our 
youdi today versus what they may 
learn tomorrow. Therefore, it is up to 
us to stress die importance of getting 
an education and saying NO to drugs, 
akohol and gangs. 

"I diink I have die experience and 
qualifications needed to be an honest 
and hardworking sheriff for all die 
citizens of Colorado County. I hope to 
meet widi as many of you as possible 
diroughout my campaign. Your sup­
port will be gready appreciated." 

Morris to oppose Laughlin 
Charles E. Morris, a resident of 

Travis County, announced he will run 
as a Democrat in die March Primary 
for die position of U.S. Congress, 
currently held by Greg Laughlin. 

Laughlin recently switched to die 
Republican Party, giving Texas De-
mocratks die ability to nominate a 
candidate to oppose him in die general 
election. 

Morris, bom in Midland 55 years 
ago, grew up in Big Spring. After high 
school, he attended Howard County 
Junior College for two years. Trans­
ferring to Texas Christian University 
in Ft. Worth, he completed his studies 
for a bachelor of arts in 1963. 

In 1967, Morris obtained his law 
degree from die University of Texas. 
Since dien, he has maintained a pri­
vate law practKe. 
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Married to Judy Foster Morris for 
29 years, the couple have two chil­
dren. Mark, 20 years old, is a college 
student and Manda, 17, is a high 
school senior. 

It is because of his rural roots and 
small-town upbringing that Morris 
identifies widi die hard working 
people who live, work and raise dieir 
families here in die 14th Congres­
sional District 

Accompanied by County Demo­
cratic Chairman George Cason, Mor­
ris visited Eagle Lake diis past Mon­
day as part of a 22-county, 42-town 
tour of die 14di District 

"I believe in campaigning die okl 
fashkMied way." he said. "I am here to 
ask die people of Colorado County for 
dieir support of my belief diat die 
money game in Washington must end. 
Congress must have die independence 
necessary to tackle die serious prob­
lems that face our nation and die 14th 
Congressional District. Obscene 
amounts of special interest political 
action committee (PAC) money 
causes gridlock and encourages divi-
siveness." 

Morris said he would run a posi­
tive campaign that focuses on solu­
tions. 

"We can solve die problems of 
crime, high taxes and declining wages 
for die middle-class, and education if 
we remove special interest politkal 

(Sec Morris, Page 6) 

Charlee E. Morris 
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Wallis State Bank is 
moving to Eagle Lake 

^r. 
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Wallis State Bank Has purchased the Eagle 
Lake location of Prime Bank and will begin 

' • • , - • • ' 

operating it as a branch on August 25,1995. 

We appreciate your business and look 
forward to serving you and your community. 

4 ' 

Wallis State Bank has been meeting the 
financial needs of Wallis and Austin County 
since 1906. We want to meet those needs of 
the community of Eagle Lake. Debra and 

Donna will help us continue proYiding you 
with the kind of service you deserve. 
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